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OCCASIONED 


By the DzaTa of their late honoured and 
worthy PASTOR, 


| THE REVEREND 


De JO Be LELAND, 
AND 

- Publiſhed at their Requeſt, 

| Ts, with great Eſteem and ReſpeRt, 

Inſcribed by To 

Their affectionate humble Servant, 


* 
* 


Is AA WE Ip. 


: pr 


170 4 
N44 wA Yo 


wel þ 


” 


W £& 
PR i. * * 
1 
1 


* 
* 5 - 
-CL 34 4+ * 
* * - 
"3 Þ od. Ba * * 1 12 _ 
w 89 115541 vw 4+ 4 
* 


| hed 1 * 


„ 
„ 44 


U 
A * 
— 
* 
— k 
4. 4 


* - 5 * * * „ ”7 — a? - . 
4 4. þ a | - * on va — ; f 
? * r err 
"WA + ** 7 1 _ # | 7 
RG % 4 * Ko Hes & a — * 17 . &. a. _ — 
— = / 
| . * 
* y 9 -. 
\ / „ . os 
i 12 1 
' A * 14 8 
. 1 
* i 4 — * 1 
» 
* „ @A_ A * / i — * 
4 = % & 0 4 5 2 N 
» F . „ * * 
1 * ? 7 * if | * 4 +. F 
LAS 4 4 4 $7.48 | # 2224 3 
4 rer Fy * 
x 4 } : — 4 1. 2 * » 1 \ 7 
L. 0 $i 4 as... &a a — 7 S444 + %&# * 
* * ? * 
* 
5 2 * 4 * ; 
- | 
Fl * - - 4 * 7 * 7 * 2 * . AY 
* „ dS ww =» * > & =» _ % 


* J 1 4 5 
&* Woo . # 4 
1 s 
* 


Piel Gig eee Fi a die eos Ces 41 
Hes $i trig ff 195711 3£3 IQ Anm.. 
_— . 


& + 
- 
* 
. 
4 


. < H * 9 
* 4 3925 wo i fi 3 ? 1? {. 7 {314 AFR th; SLED * 33% 


*% 


ng" IH nene. 2 7 8. 


Heme them who Bare (had) he rl 2 
ubs have ſpoken unto you the ur d of God; 
., hoſe faith e, en, 905 end Ls 4 LI 
eee, 2 


* 
A 
. 
Ts 
* 4 
1 


fy 
: 38f17- ; 14 15 Y 
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1 ＋ is ah FARO nor Me common than. 
F. - Juſt, that nothing can ive a more favour- 
"= able imprelnon of a any relig jous iftication, + 
than the apparent influence of it oh | the lives — 
thofe ho profeſs it, in rendering them pious 
and virtuous. "This bath a manifeſt tendency 
to engage the attention of others, rethove. ther 
prejudices, and prepare them for a candid in- 
quiry into the truth. of of. "a Religion Eapable 0 of 
producing | ſuch effects. And it, upon examj- 
nation, It's dodtrines ſhould' appear agreable 0 
| reaſon, and worthy, of God, and likewiſe a 
claim.to. A divine Original be well ſupported by 
external evidence, fuch an example will power- 
Fully concur, with other motives, to recom- 
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Of. the truth of this obſeryation, our Lord 
Ieſus Chriſt, the glorious Founder of our holy 


Religion, is a moſt eminent inſtance. Who- 
ever r candidly and impartially readeth the evan- 


gelical hiſtory, muſt diſcover in his Life and 


Character. a moſt perfect and lovely conformity 


to his precepts. His inſtructions come recom* 
mended with ſingular advantage by his manner 
of life; And the world is ewe bis obliged 


to him, that he condeſcended to live, as well as 
5 to teach in i It. rr oY 


bY 5 


His immediate adn alfo, N kis 


apoſtles, as ſoon as they diſcerned the meaning, 
and imbibed the ſpirit of his religion, lived in 
as perfect a conformity to his precepts as 

; probably human nature, in it's preſent ſtate, 


can attain to. The miraculous powers, with 


which the apoſtles were furniſhed for the work 
to which they were called, as they demonſtrate 


that, the power. of the Hi gheſt was with them, 
6 they ſhew the great Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 


: God to the world. Without ſuch eredentials, 
thoſe Miffionaties of Chriſt could not have had 


any reaſonable proſpect of ſucceſs in their at- 


tempts to convert the world: But ſo furniſhed, 
there was no reaſon to e, that they 


. | "yy 
55 
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But yer theſe were not mots nereffary to the 
converſion of mankind, than the admirable ma- 
ral characters of the Apoſtles: their purity, ſelf- 8 
denial, humility, meek neſs and benevolence : 


** 


Virtues which cannot but recommend, and ns 


which have a teſtimany in every man 's breaſt in 
their favor. They ſucceaded the better in pub- 
liſhing and recommending. the doctrines. of the 
Goſpel, that their own lives were ſuch ſtriking 
examples of their influence: And ſo fully de- 
monſtrated that they believed the truth and im- 
portance of them. It was This gave them ſo 
good a right to call upon others to * be followers 
of them as they were of Chriſt Jeſus. ' | 


Above al, they are diſtinguiſteed 60 a moſt 
ardent zeal for the glory of God; and the falva- 
tion of mankind. This ſhines: moſt beautifully 
in all their writings; and no doubt animated 
them in all their othet labours. They ſpoke 
and acted as men, who had no other intereſt to 
ſerve: Wich, if they obtained, it was no mat- 
ter to them ho- hard they laboured how much 
they endured. A noble ſpirit! Worthy of the 
Religion they profeſſed, and which eould not 

fail of recommending it very e eve- 

Ty wile and nn . . d 


- - „ . . 


They themſelves were fo ſenſible of this that 
they propoſed not only their own lives as ex- 
ee but, for the ſame reaſon, thoſe of 
1 | WS 5D others 


® x Cor. XL 1. 


7 


others alſo, whoſe characters were diſtinguiſhed | 


for piety and goodneſs: Particularly ſuch as 
were employed in preaching, and propagating 
the Goſpel, Of this the exhortation in the text 
is an inſtance © Nemem bef them, who have (had) 
the rule over you, who have ſpoken unto you the word 
of God, whoſe faith follow, conſidering the end of 
their converſation. Jeſus Chrift the "_ e 5 
N 5 4 and fe ever." Ae 


To prepare cheſe words for hi obſervations 1 5 


intend to make upon them, I ſhall r 


1 Eirft, diſtinctiy to explain their meaning, 
As it is evident the Apoſtle is ſpeaking of fach 


a8 had already finiſhed their courſe, the tranſla- 


tion in the margin is to be preferred, Remember 
your Guides; or Remember them who have been your 
Guides, or Leaders: according to the deſcription 


he gives of perſons: of the ſame character and 


office. 1 Theſſ. v. 12, Thoſe who labour among 
you, and are over you in the Lord, and admoniſh you- 


What their office was, we learn from the paſ- 


ſage now quoted, and the deſcription of them, 
who have ſpoken unto you the word of Gd. They + 


had been Miniſters of the Goſpel of our Lord 
. Jeſus Chriſt, or Paſtors in the Chriſtian Church, 


and had ſpoken the word of God; that is, taught 


the pure doctrines of genuine Chriſtianity. 


11 is obſery able, that the tranſlators in render: 
ing the firſt clauſe of the verſe, ſeem to have had 


in view ſome rule and authority, with which the 


paſtors 


5 


ed. Remember them, who-have. the rule over 


Ja. Cxitics obſerve, that the original word 


here uſed, ina, is of a large extent, and doth 
not neceſlarily. include in it the idea of Autho- 


rity: There is therefore no ground for affixing | 


that ſenſe to it here. The title of chriſtian paſi- 
tors is that of Guides. They, are to go before 
others, and lead them in dhe ways of truth and 
virtue, by inſtruction from the word of God. 

And. we may be aſſured that the;paſtors, whoſe 
faith and converſation. the | Apoſtle here exhorts 


the chriſtians to follow, regulated their conduch 


herein by the directions and commands of their 
Lord and Saviour, Who expreſſly forbad them, 


and in them all their ſucceſſors in after ages, to 


aſſume and exerciſe“, like the Princes of the 
Gentiles; any dominion or authority over the 
chriſtian people, commanding them not to be 
called Rabbi, Father, or Maſter z that is, not to 


claim an implicit faith in their doctrines, and a 


blind obedience and ſubmiſſion to their decrees, 
but rather with humbleneſs of mind to behave 


as ſervants among the chriſtian brethren. 
Agreeably to which the Apoſtle Paul in his 


own name, and in the name of the other Apoſ- 


tles, diſclaimed any dominion over the faith and 


conſciences of men T. Not for that we have do- 


minion over your faith, but are helpers of your joy. 
Any Me. Apoſtle Peter $ exhorts the Eiders, who 


B 3 ne 


* Matth. xx. 25. xxiii. $, 9. ne. i, 24- $ 1Pet. 


v. 1 


paſtors ne church are 3 * 


1 * « 
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tg; dur for ftp Batre} zur of & Teady mind 


5) 


| Be OD fo feed the flock 7055 


ig the deer e a by eonflrain 


neither 4 being Lords over” Git beritage, but being 
21/aiiples tothe flock. So that any authority, 


Which theſe primitive paltors and teachers had, 


was not derived from an 7 peculiar powers or 
pferogatives granted them by Chrift and his 
Apoſties, but refulted only from à faithful and 


diligent diſcharge of *their office; from - their 
ſuperior knowledge; prudence, Picty and good. 


neſs; which; where they eminently ſhine 1 in per- 
ſonsof this character, will Fonciliate all that reve- 


renct and eſteem, and il procure them all that 


weight and authority in ate good, which any 


| viſe hogs _— WHY would deſire to have. IB 


1 1 
9212 # 8 N 17 N 


Messen hinted. befare chan theliPaithin,-6r 


Susis m dead at the time this exhortation 


was given. This is plainly declated in the 
words, - confidering: the end of their conver ſation. 


The original word (arattopruvres)- ſignifies to be- 
hold with cloſe attenton (isfaon) the exit, vr. con- 
dluſion of their lives. In this view the exhorta. 


tion has a peculiar force, which kev br note 
OO Ebb AAR afterwards. drinn! 
Kd 

The age of. the fallowing ks in the ori- 
IT renders.the connection with the following 
verſe more evident. Gonfidering the. end f their 
converſation, follow their faith ; Jeſus Chriſt the 
. e . ede, has for ever. 


i” 


I 


N 2 5 


7 18 W wages 8 > och " 
1 0. ſuppoſe « ok Fold Ka 
{cribed, the meaning is, That abey hon tp 1 
tate their deceaſed pallors in the. 


and purity of their faith; For Jeſus 2 je the 
great o object of a _chriſtian's s faith, hath. been, 


and will be unchangeable, ey er the fame, pow 
erful and affectionate N to be is ſer⸗ 


vants through all their labqurs ok Fog All 
their trials and ſufferings. for his flak e, and 1 in 
bis cauſe, in all periods of time, and Hinally to 


reward them with * A 1 his heavenly 
kingdom. E 6 


Or, Fe take BO term 775 cv: "to ah 
che Goſpel, or Rellgion of Chrilt, a8 if magy 
places it evidently doth , the me 15 that 
as chriſtianity is dul un Am An itfidvea- 
ble foundation, which neither che powers of 
darkneſs, or of this world, nor #11 He Mt and 

malice of men ſhall ever ſhake; a it. contains 
A compleat diſcovery "of the WII of God to 
mankind, being. 05 laſt ind molt perfect diſ. 
| penſation of religion, not to be Altered ot ſu· 
perſeded by any future Revelation, but to con- 
tinue the ſame through all ages and elbe 
of time; ſo Chriſtians ſbould not J t K Ae 
Children toſſed to and fro, and carried about with 
every wind of dofrine by the fleight of men, and.cun- 
ning craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive,” · 
but ſhould > Tha bold faſt the rale, 0 their 
B 4 Faitb 


21 Cor. 1. 24. Gal. iv, 27 33 Cor, ai; 4, 
RE * 8 9 


* 


** 12 DENETS l * 55 — bog 


44 Faith without wavering; for be is faith u has 
667 Sn * and, to avimate their Chriſtian 
Filth and conſtancy," ſhould fer before,” them, 
fd frequently call to mind,” the example | of 
"pious and 00d mipiſters, who have. not only 
Ie to them the word. of God, but, 
through th he whole of their converſation i In this 
world, have borns their teſtimony to the truth: 
whoin 'the words of the -Apoftle * and after his 
example, ave fought 4 good Abs, have kept 
the" faith, and finiſhed their courſe.” Thus they 
*Hhould' run their Chriſtian race with patience, 5 
and + © be followers of them, who through faith 
5 aud Patience inherit the promiſes.” But above 
al they would . ook F dale Jeſurs, the authe 
e and fiber el our faith, who, for tht joy. that 
75 Was. Jt before him engured. the Croſs. deſpiſing the 

. « ſhame, and, is. ſet . down: at tbe right. _ ihe 
iron jade! {70 1 


a * 
1 , * 
0 {$65 1 K TO" ** 1 3 


4 2 * 


on From this cxplication_ of the Ae a the 
Azelte in the text, conſidered i in connection 
with other parts of this epiltle, we may : 
what opinion he had of theſe deceaſed paſtors 
or guides; They had been uncorrupt in the 
Faith, preathed the word of God Hy te approv- 
"ed fidelity, not handling it deceitfully, Keep- 
ing back nothing that was profitable, kk ſhun- 
ning to declare the whole counſel of God to 
men for their ſalvation: "They had alſo adorned 
the doctrine they taught with a ſuitable conver- 


1 5 ſation, 
ws * Tim! be: 7. F Keb. hi. 12, TY Heb. vil. 2. 


lation, having hah * to bd fonins 


in word, in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit; 
in faith, in purity s; and they were ſtedfaſt and 
immoveable in their chriſtian profeſſion and 
conduct even ùnto death; ſome of them proba- 
bly ſuffering martyrdom, and ſealing the truth 
with their blood; or, at leaſt, with their dying 
breath; bearing teſtimony to che truth and im- 
portance of the Religion of Chriſt. With what 
Propriety: and advantage doth the Apoſtle exhort 
chriſtians,” who heard and converſed with ſuch 

paſtors, to ĩmiate their Faith ? and how happy 
were the people, who had the chriſtian ſpirir and 
Tife thus exemplified in their Guides ? how pro- 
firable as well as entertaining to them, affecti- 
onately to remember their manner of life and 
death ; oſten to recollect and meditate on thoſe 
doeœtrines which they preached, upon which they 

formed their own conduct, and in the firm Faith 
of which they ſupported themſelves under all 
worldly diſcouragements and perſecutions, and 


by it were armed againſt the Fur. and terrors 
of death? | 


The great importance of this Abende ex- 
hortation ariſes from the happy influence, which 
ſuch examples have on the hearts and beha- 
viour of thoſe, who remember and contemplate” 
them. A virtuous and regular example, in 
any ſtation of life, is very uſeful to the cauſe 
of Virtue. But there is a peculiar influence 
in che example of a Chriſtian miniſter or paſtor, 

who. 


1 1 10 1 
1 wks hach faithfully ſpoket? the word of God, 
and lived accordingly, to engage and animate 
his ſurviving friends to an imitation of his faith; 
eſpecially thoſe, who have lived under his Mi- 


niſtry, and had the benefit o dr ry 
well as inftructions. eta; | plas 


This I propoſe briefly to fs, 5 then | 
to make a few practical reflections. And 


uſt. It is to be preſumed, that the Faith 4 
ſuch a paſtor is not merely the reſult of the 
prejudices of education, & faſhion, or of 4 
- blind ſubmiſſion to human, Authority, but that 
he has with care and diligence inquired into 
the grounds and reaſons of the Religion he 
embraced, and, upon evidence, ſufficient to 
determine the aſſent of a wiſe and reaſonable 
man, was convinced of it's truth, and divine 
| Authority. This we may ſuppoſe, hath been 
an important object of his ſtudies previous to 
public teaching, and would be matter of a fre- 
quent and careful review during the courſe of 
his miniſtry. And, having perceived the per- 
ſuaſive force of the reaſons, which have eſtabliſh- 
ed his own faith, we may be ſure, he hath often 
fairly and candidly. laid them before. his hearers, 
For their examination, that their faith alſo, be- 
ing the effect of rational conviction, might be 
bullt on a ſolid foundation. Eſpecially, if he 
has engaged publicly in defence of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, and been a fair and ſtrenuous 
1 „ advocate 


ws T6 it 15 pu 
advocate! for _ the effi} Ae tmr 
tioned, will be; conſiderably, ſtreugthened; at 
leaſt, where there hath been a ſtrict conformicey 
in che life and moral conduct to the genius and 
Geer of che Religion 0 — 1 . 
2 mf 2 * 2 5 ! 1 


Nov, Lay, the Character of a Tha Paſ- 
tor, viewed in this light, tends in in ſome meaſure, 
to conciliate a favorable opinion of the re- 
ligion he profeſſes, and may induce men with 
care and candor to inquire into the grounds of 
it, and! is well adapted to confirm the Faith, and 
ſettle. the Judgment of ſuch, as from the crafty. 
inſinuations, and ſubtle attacks of Infidels, 


might py, in ee, of n Ron and 
ſeduced, 


* * 


No wiſc be Heb will reſt his Faith 
upon the foundation of human Authority; Nor 
will he ſuffer his Judgment to be miſled, by, an 
eſteem and veneration for any man, .or body. of 
men, how great ſoever. But makipg uſe of 
all the means and helps he is furniſhed with, he 
will diligently. weigh the, arguments on both 
ſides, and, upon the whole, Judge for kinſal, 


' Ye 5 hen he conſide rs that there — been 
men of ſound judgment and underſtanding, 
as well as of unqueſtioned i integrity, who, after 
many laborious reſearches, and upon the ma- 
tureſt deliberation, have embraced and perſe- 


| | | x vered 


5 12 35 

N a faith of the Christian doctine: 2 
e he knew, perhaps was intimately ac- 
d with, ſome of this character; this 
vill have it's due weight in determining 
| bin, to give Chriſtianity a fair heating: to con- 
der che arguments in defence of, as well as the 
Obyectians againſt 1 it, with, that. impartial atten- 
tion, which the importance of the ſubject de-. 
mands: And if he is convinced of it's truth, 
| to form and 1 regulate h his life accordingly... 


1441 4 


0 Ay; The canfotmity of the temper” hives con- 
verfation of a Chriſtiam Miniſter to the' irt and 
precepts of the Goſpel; tends to prevent or te- 
move the Charge of Enthuſiaſm or Tmpoſture, 
ank to ſhe w thathe is neither a fanciful* Mond- 3 


| Ty, nor an intereſted Deceiver, who preaches 
wirorroly ſecular views. 1! Rizr 3 nere 


And this, 481 ap prehend, is a hid 
of no ſmall uſe, to | teglilac and ſtrengthen the 
faith” of Chriſtian People. For attempts have 
been made to Expoſe the Chriſtian Religlon, 
by reprefenting tie preachers of it as wild En- 
thufiaſts, or artful Impoſtors, who taught and 
ſupported for worldly ends what they did nei- 
ther value nor believe. There may have been 
and, perhaps there {till are, ſuch Teachers. But 
how groundleſs the charge of either Enthuſiaſm, 
diſhoneſty, or private ſordid views againſt the 
paſtor, who cultivates and maintains the ſpiric 
g and kfe, which the Chriſtian religion injoins, 
I and 


1 


and, which he warmly recommends i in \ his is pubs 


he and- Private inſtructions 5 This ſpirit is ; 
onal and manly, open and candid, The cu 12 
vation of it is the -worthieſt exerciſe « 

powers of the human mind, and ieee 
in it a growing reſemblance to the original ſtan- 
dard of. all excellence and perfection. * ..it_ 
= is firſt, pure, then peaceable, gentle, ea) e bt 
4. intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without - 
60 partiality, and without hypocriſy. The Life 


formed and conducted by ſuch a ſpirit mult be 
adorned with goodneſs, righteouſneſs and trutb. 


How ſhall it be ſaid, how can it be believed, 


chat a preacher of the Goſpel denying, and 


deteſting in his heart, all corrupt affectious and 
worldly laſts, and conducting his life by the 


maxims of Sobriety, Righteouſneſs and God- 


lineſs, is either a fanciful viſionary, or/adeceit-_ 


ful impoſtor and hypocrite? On the contraty, 
hat elſe can be ſo clear an evidence of his good 
underſtanding, and the integrity of his heart? 
In this noble and conſiſtent view of his charac- 
rer, how weak and unworthy the charge againft 
a Chriſtian Paſtor, that he profeſſes and teaches 
the Goſpel from a low ſordid view to the ſecular 
emoluments which may attend it? And what 
a recommendation of his doctrine, and how 
| comforting to chriſtian people*to ſee, or to have 
been acquainted with Chriſtian Minifters, who 
have ſupported. the 0 of cheir Character 


5 | 0 +. 
*® Tamer iii. 17. 
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. 


by 


* 
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. e Ho courſe, TCP Lene, 1 an . 
Zeal for the Honor 12 God, and the cauſe of 
truth and virtue; by exat᷑t purity of manners, 
. by unfeigned extenſive beneyolence and 

arity, doing good to all according to their 
ability, and labouring to promote their higheſt 
and beſt intereſts :? Surely it muſt be highly 


uſeful to remember and N ſuch ami- 
able | aan 


4 
-_ 


bah. The Characker bf fuck, a | Paſtor ha 
in view will induce People to believe, that 


the Chriſtian doctrine is important as well as 


true; that it is not only. '*. a faithful ſaying but 
worthy of all acceptation, on: the account of it's 
happy influence on all the valuable intereſts of 
Mankind. We have the faireſt proof that 
this was his real opinion of it, and chat his 
opinion was formed upon cloſe inquiry, and 
confirmed by experience, when we ſee his 
Whole life uniformly: employed. in the ſervice 
and furtherance of rhe Goſpel, his heart and 
. converſation. regulated by the precepts of it, 
and his hope of future felicity animated by, 
and refting with, full afurance of mind upon 
the promiſes thereof. The Spirit ard life of 
ſuch a man diſcover the ſtrongeſt perſuaſion of 
the vaſt importance of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and tends to impreſs a like perſuaſion upon 
the minds of others. The known impartiality 
of his religious inquiries, and the approved in- 


tegrity, 
1 Tim. i. 15. 


4 


dis ſacred Miniſtrations, and to his ſentiments, 
folemaly declared, of the infinite moment of the 
Chriſtien doctrine, and the happy influence it 
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regrity of bis heart and life add much weight co 


hath on all the valuable intereſts of mankind. 
And they who have heard him explain and in- 
force this doctrine, and have ſeen him adorn 


it in all things, and who often affectionately re- 


member him, will find themſelves diſpoſed to 


imitate. his faith. The amiableneſs of the Cha- 


rafter recommends the principles upon which 
It 18 formed and conducted. 


— 


Sch a Character ſupplies. us. £ Fs a 0 | 
perhaps the beſt proof of the power and efficacy 


of the Chriſtian Doctrine to purify the hearts 
and. manners of men. The Chriſtian Religion 


is faid to be the Wiſdom of God, and the power 
of God unto ſalvation, on account of it's fitneſs 
and efficacy to produce the effect mentioned. 

And it is called a+ do#rine according to Godlineſs, 
deſigned | and adapted to promote the pureſt 
piety and ſublimeſt Virtue in the hearts and 
lives of men. Now what a ſatisfying proof of 


this are ſuch living inſtances of it? Men who 
have felt, and who by their Converſation ſhew 


that they have felt the ſanctifying virtue of it's 


doctrine: Who, having made a happy trial by 
ſubmitting their hearts to the influence of it, 


. a . in ĩt to ue this moſt de- 


2 | 
| . 1 Cor. i. R Rom. i. 16. + Tin. vi. 3. 


EP 


| fable! and important end? Such hanke 
are very inſinuating recommendations of ptac- pfac- 1 
tical Religion, and can hardly fail to excite to. x 
an imitation of them. When the life of a 
Chriſtian Miniſter, and the doctrine he preaches, 
thus mutually ſupport and recommend each 
other, he certainly ſtands high in the lift of the 
Friends and Benefactors of mankind: And, 
when dead, will notwithſtanding, live in the 
affectionate weren aer of thoſe Fr knew 


bim. 110 92 „ a 


4thiy. I would obſerve, 3 ak 1 per- 
(ſeverance in the Chriſtian; life, through a courſe 
of mam years, in difficult, or diſtinguiſhed ſta- 
tions, and, at laſt, joy fully approaching the gates 
of death with the fame heart and faith Which 
conducted life, muſt ſtrike and engage even an 
heedleſs obſerver. Here we have wit may be 
relied on as the infallible touchſtone of ſincerity; 
and the mighty energy of the Chriſtian doctrine 
to ſtrengthen and comfort the believing 1 mind 
in the moſt trying circumſtances. Here is an 
unexceprianable teſtimony to the wiſdom and 
importance of practical Religion; and a ſolemn 
call, and the ſtrongeſt inducement to all, who 
have the opportunity, to remember the life and 
exit of wag 2 f ger Lang and to imitate 


his Faith. ; 1 e 5 993 (30 4 e024 
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I might inſiſt on ſeveral other topics that na- 
tyrally ariſe from the _ under conſidera- 
u r 


. 17 1 N 
enn e e e Baie 


only make a few * nen 
* been ſaid. An 


Fe che great 


2 * ec! e 


e 
of the paſtoral office, where it faba diſ- 


charged. If the true dignity and happineſs. of 
| men conſiſt i in the. practice of Piety and Virtue, 
the office of a Chriſtian Paſtor, which is de- 
ſigned and fitted to promote them, muſt appear 


worthy of much encouragement and honor. 
They, who maintain the dignity of the Charac- 
ter, and faithfully diſcharge the duties of it, 
may be juſtly reckoned among the” excellent ones 


of the-Earth. Our bleſſed Saviour calleth Py 


the kght of | the World, and the ſalt & the Earth, - 
hereby intimating to us hot only their duty, but 


alſo their 1 ene and . en o 
Mankind. 


| 1 1 7 | 
e 775 


Bur if che Office bene nid Akin, 


the obligations duly to attend to, and perform _ 


the duties of it, muſt be proportionably ſtrong, 
and call for frequent and ſerious recollection. 


Where the perſon, aſſuming the: Character, 


neglects the duties of it, he hurts the cauſe 
a 9 


of Chriſtianity mote than an 
to it. And whether a Chriſtian 5 804 
perly attends to che duties of his. of 


may be caſily diſcerned” by comparing 155 ; 
general | TE s. which ; 
\ e So , bath 


D 


conduct with” the” 
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ben. bee under ky conſideration. Speaking 
che word of God, and regulating heart and life 
5 eg to it are the eſſential branches of his 
duty, and ought to be the inſeparable Charac- 
ters of a Chriſtian Miniſter.” He who'feeleth 
not the purifying and ſalutaty influence of the 
doctrines of Religion, which he explains to, 
and- inforces upon others, will, 1 fear, be an 


| bereue at dealt an aukwhrd 'pteachier or 


5 of. un. 


N . It 3 appears, that dhe people 
may with great propriety, be exhorted to re- 
member and imitate the faith and lives of ſuch 
paſtors, as in doctrine and example have ſhewn 
them the way to heaven. By imitating their 
faith and | ny I would be underſtood to mean, 
a fair and diligent examination of the grounds 
BY evidences, as well as the meaning and de- 
fign of the Chriſtian doctrine: And, when upon 
good evidence convinced of it's truth, 'a cordial 
reception and hearty belief of it, ſubmitting 
to the purifying influences of ir, adorging the 
Profeſſion we make by works of piety, charity, 
and purity: And thus mnt e in the 
| work of ee 1 0 


© 7x 
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728 Now i It is an unſpeakable . 4 5 to 3 
bad this manner of life recommended by the 
preaching, and exemplified i in the conduct of 2 
Chriſtian Miniſter : And it is the duty of Chri- 
_ ſian people to remember him chiefly with this 
practical view, that by mes excited to a 1 pto- ; 


04" I'% v My J 1 y per 
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may be the better able to aceount in judgment 
8 fing the uſe they have made. 0 ſo rata bleſ- 


. * = » 
＋ Cs * 
: "1 ? f 


ine 


Lenke the os) of y your tips... honour edand_ 
beloved paſtor, and my highly. —— Bro- 


ther and Collegue. He was, indeed; à burn 
ing and ſhining light: And had ſupreme wiſ- 


dom thought fit, we would, with thankful- 
neſs, have 10 Lum en e in kis | 
libr 4. unn en e * 51 


It will, no ry be ed ap I 72" 
give "ſome general account of his Character and 
life. He himſelf was not fond of pompous 


Characters from the pulpit. For, 0 uſe his Y 


on words on a; ſimilar, occaſion, * they too 
aten rather ſhewy what. the Orator can ſay, 
than what the ſubject deſerves”, But we 
may juſtiy apply to his caſe, what he farther 
dbſerves ; that where the character is ſo 
< lovely; and ſo unexceptionable, it would be 
a wrong to the world, 2 as well as to the me. 
* mory of the deceaſed, to throw a veil overt 
his graces and virtues. It is but juſt to ſpealt 
of them to the glory of God, to the hondur 
MK bo Religion, and for the nn the live. 
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* Funeral Sermon for the Reverend Mr. Nathaniel el 


per * of the helps eee, 


| 3 then my Friends with 5 
wich * nter on our pes. . . 
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The md Doctor Jene PORES was 


= - born at Wiggen in Lancaſhire, the 18th of Odo 


I, O. S. in the year r691. He uſed thankful- 
| ty «6 atknowletlge the goodrick God to him, 
that he had the advantage of being deſtend- 
ed from eminently pious and virtùous parents, 
Who did their utmoſt to form his mind to an 
early ſenſe of piety and. virtue. And God 
erowned' their, endeavours with the happieſt 
 Faceeſs: For in early life he had ſtrong impreſ- 
ſions of Religion upon his mind, . | 
| pouch pleaſure in facred exerciles.. - x 


In the bend Pear af ki: age he. was feat 
with the ſmall pox, which proved 'of fo malig- 
nant's kind, that his life was deſpaired df. 
And when, contrary to all expectation, he re- 
' Eovered from that diforder, he was found de- 
| ive of his underſtanding and memory, the 
uſe of which it was much feared, would never 
have been reſtored. © This ſtate of ſtupidity 
continued for near twelve months. His former 
Ideas ſeemed all quite erpunged; and though 
before the diſtemper he had been taught to 
read, all was intirely forgotten, and he was 
vbliged to begin with the Letters, as if he had 
never known them before. - But though he 


LY 


EEE 95 


— 


rt 2n 3. 
den e etie; . 
chat diſtemper, he diſcovered now a quick ap; 
; aud ſtrong memory: and the br 
 greſv he made, was taken ſo much notice. of, 
chat his parents, . eee 
ſolved to breed Way to a learned profeſſion. . 


In 4 few years after, ia father ind FEY | 
ith three tons, of whom he was the ſecond, 
came over, and ſettled in this city. Here he 


went through his ſchool-learping, in which he 


uſed great application, and made a quick pro- 
greſs ; as alſo in a courſe of philoſophy — 
a celebrated Teacher at that time. His un- 
Vearied diligence, and great Proficiency. in. 
learning were much. taken notice ef, and ad- 
mired by all who knew him. After this he 
applied himſelf to the ſtudy of. Hebrew and 
Divinity under the direction of ſome learned - 
and 1 0 Miniſters, who greatly aſſiſted hinr 
in his ſtudies ; and, in due time; being tho- 
roughly ſatisfied how well furniſhed and pre- 
pared he was, encouraged him to enter inta 
the Miniſtry. And he fully anſwered the high 


* had not long appeared in xhat character, | 
till he came to be much eſteemed; even by the 


expectations that were formed of him. For 5 


moſt diſcerning Judges: And was invited £0 5 


preach. ſtatedly. to the congregation of Pro- 
| teſtant-Diſſenters, then meeting in News Row, 


with a view to a farther ſettlement, His Ser- 
wont nere e and his behaviour was 
Ay + Ht rob eter 


4 


been 0 that, in EY Pt! 9 8 
ceived from them a moſt affectionate and-una- f 

9 nimous call, and was on the 13th of December, Y 
1716, Glemnly ordained joint paſtor with the 
Reverend Mr. Nathaniel Meld, to'whem I had 
the honor to bear the neareſt relation} and who; 
I dare ſay, is ſtill affectionately remembered 3 


Be. thoſe of Sins who were LG e with 
„ at ie 
The Doctor at e Ude rn bine! ſe- 
rioofty to conſider the nature and duties of tlie 
- "office he had engaged in: even that of a mint | 
ſters and paſtor'1 in the Church, a preſbyter, or or 
a Biſop. For it appeared · co him, upon the 
moſt accurate examination, that, in the times 
"of the Apoſtles, theſe names were uſed indif. 
ferently to ſignify the ſame order of Church 
Officers; though he was ſenſible, that ſoon 
after there began to be a diſtinction made be. 
_ - tween them—— And he looked on the ſacred 

_ Miniſtry as a ſtation, 'not”only of honour but 


of labor; that it is not an idle life, to be ſperit 


in eaſe and indolence, but in active uſeful ſer- | 
vice. And accordingly he -took it upon him! 
not from worldly views, but from a'fincere a 

ſire to employ the talents God had given him - - 
in promoting the ſalvation of ſouls, and eh 

ing the intereſts of truth and Tiberry, p | 
and virtue in the world! With ſüuch banken 


- views'he diſcharged the duties of his 5 
aa 8 of Cuntz with Knee 


* 5 
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tion to reading and ſtudy, andthe great Th" 

provements he made in all uſeful knowlege and”. 

literature, which afterwards appeared in bis 

Vritings on different ſubjects, he attained to 

an high reputation, not only among his own 

F riends and hearers, but in the learned dener 


mu pany panes of all denominations. 
* Ale 1 nn 1 

* Aza a preacher he was very hone. His: . 7 
compoſitions for the pulpit were plain, correct, 
and uſeful; equally fitted to convince the un- 
derſtanding, and to affect the: heatt. He did 
not chuſe to entertain his | hearers with Vain 
ſpeculations,” which only: gender ſtrife ; ; and! ” 2 col 


way, he treated them with great modeſty; mo- | 

deration and Charity, as became one who was h 

ſenſible of the narrow limits of human know- © 

legs, in this ſtate of darkneſs and imperfection. 

He thought the cloſer we keep to Scripture in 

ſpeaking of the particular doctrines of Revela- 

tion, and tlie leſs we make uſe of logical terms 

and ſubtle diſtinctions the better: And chat 

ſome mens preſumption in attempting to ex 
ain them, hath given the adverſaries of + 

| —— an advantage which they never 3 
would have had, if Divines had not e be 

yond the Ampheiny of the Ges” e OE 


og 


"He not only. chomabe and 1 2 on- 
every e but . had ſo happy a talent of, 
SIABTIQN i7tt C 4 : arranging 
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ſentiments 9 berg a file pri 5g — — 4 
"affected, and, at the ſame. time ſo caſy and per- 
Fern and, by the help of a faithful memo- 
y, ſo exactly delivered without, any aſe f 
notes, that the meaneſt, as well as the moſt 
„ | as his hearers, who gave proper at- 
. - *, tention, could hardly fail of being affected 
and inſtructed. At leaſt, one would naturally 
ſuppoſe this to be the effect, When important 
Truths were delivered in fo improving a way 
by a Man of his Character, who had the honor : 
= of God andthe. Redeemer, the intereſts of 
ſiubſtantial religion. and virtue fo. much at 
 — heart, and when every one muſt ſee chat what 
5 be ſaid 2288530 E and that he felt what 


1 + 5 
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„ ERGY the 
7 3 An occaſion occurred pretty early i in 
life, which engaged his pen in a cauſe, in the 
1 defence of which he afterwards became very 

| eminent. Some Writers of very conſiderable 
dhilities, with great art and induſtry, endea- 

voured to undetmine Chriſtianity, and to ex- 
- Poſe it as an impoſture. The Doctor, with 
uncommon labor and aſſiduity, applied himſelf 
to conſider the ſubject, together with all that 
nad been offered. by thoſe Authors: againſt it, 
* And, upon the moſt deliberate inquiry, being 
more and more fully perſuaded of the truth and 


Arne original, as well as of the excellence and ; 
. parties 


3 


> , 
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to the ſeveral Authors, "who ſucceſſively üp- 
peared in that cauſe,” which are highly, and 


very 
- fences of Chriſtianivy; He was indeed a Maſter 
in this controverſy: And his hiſtory of it Ned 
«a view of the Deiſtical Writers that have ap- 


bt « -peared in England in the n | 
Century, with'obſervations upon them, and 


e ſome account of the Anſwers which have 
been publiſhed againſt them, 43 we make 
no doubt it has been exceedingly uſeful, fo it 
Will do laſting honor to him eee 
have the intereſt of Ne enn 


1 Aid ke undergo this extraordinary labor - 
only in the prime and vigor of life. His zeil 


in the cauſe of Religion did not permit him to 


take reſt, even when advanced to old age. 
For ſo late in life as four years ago, when 


ſeized with a violent Fever. from which one 
expected his recovery, though reſigned an 
the will of Heaven, yet he was pleaſed to 


have life alittle prolonged, that he might put 

his - finiſhing hand to a work, which had colt+ 

him far more labor and pains, than any of 
his former writings, and which he hoped would 
be of ſervice to the world as he intended it to 
be the laſt in which he would engage. De 
* has fince e o the world under,” 


, eſteemed as among the belt de- 


. 
* 


* 


=, 
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importance e Nate = 7 
_ happineſs of Mankind, he - publiſhed anfwers 


— 


vv 


e Revdiation' ſitwh from the 


« ſtate; of Religion in the ancient Heathen 
4 world, eſpecially. with reſpect to the know- 


7 « ledge; and worſhip of the one true God; a 


+ ryle- of Moral Duty; and a ſtate of future 
« rewards. and puniſhments : to which. is pre- 


« fixed'a long preliminary diſcourſe on Natural 


«+ and; Revealed Religion“. This indeed is-, 
an amazing rk, conſi dering his age and 
igbrmities, as be had recoutſe to all that great 
variety af books, and generally in the original, 
which, are geferred . to in it. Nor did the re- 


ception it met With in 1 ak es, | 
his expeRadonrt.nnig/! {5 10 J. 7811 off. | 


3 need. ſcarcely. mention, that tis: many. 
7 . writings, and unwearied | labars mm, 
e Chriſtian, Cauſe, in an age ſo prone 
to infigelity and Uicentiouſneſz. and profes, 
. cated, often in in health, and, at beſt, in 
'@ Very: 'unfirm. ſtate of body, procured him 
1 great name, in the learned world, and, une. 
common marks of reſpect from perſons in 


| the higheſt rank in the e e | 


both here and in England, a Abit 1 


Two of the' Vniveitics, as; in Stand 
preſented him" with teſtimonies of their great, 
regard to his merit on acchunt 6f his great a- 
vis, and uſeful ſervices to the Chriſtian world, 


— degree or Maſter of Arts, which 


3 Ky | 2 was 
2 nn 1 * x 


was * 3 
Follege, to their conferring on him the dog 
| of Doctor of Divinity; Which, in. = | 
| time, was ſent to him in the moſt reſpectful 
| manner by the Univerſity and 88875 $ bar 
/ of Aberdeen | in the year 1759. 5 


But it way not only his great 8 Abi. 
? ies as a writer, or his Miniſtrations as a Chriſ 
tian paſtor, which attract our high eſteem; and 
warn) affection. Theſe were accompanied by 
an amiable temyer, and an exemplary life. 
His natural powers muſt appear froin what hath - 
been already faid to be very good. „He had a 
he quick apprehenſion, vivacity of thought, a ſo- 
lid Judgment, and a me _— that was-really - 
amazing; ſo that he was called, a walling 
Library.” But his Moral Character was truly. . 
loyely. As he entertained the nobleſt ſenti; 
ments of the Deity, and his, perfections, his 
| providence, and moral adminiſtration, ſo his 
piety and devotion was liberal, rational, and 
manly, free from ſuperſtition and enthuſiaſm. 
A Zeal to promote the glory of God, and his 
kingdom of truth and righteouſneſs in the world 
ſeemed to be the governing principle of his life; ; 
He walked with God, and had pleaſing commu- 
nion with him in ſacred meditation, and the 
vxerciſe of prayer and praiſe. And he enjoy- 
ed with ſuch reliſh that delight, which is to be 
found in fellowſhip with God, that he could 
from his own n feelings 5 chat the ways of 


Bane Religion | 
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S is .end lai 0 hs. 
08 will of his heavenly Father was alſo exerciſed 
vy many ſevere trials and afffctions, which he 
bore with an unt ſubmiſſſon, aud truly 
Chriſtian patienee and fortitude. The — 
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N x of his temper and conduct was _—_— 
= the principles of that Religion, which he 


well knew how do defend. e ; 
deſire was, to a 1 
ty Maſter and en . 


a eee | 
eumſpect. Though he had a natural eagerneſs 
and warmth of temper, yet by maintaining a 
ſtrict diſcipline over his paſſion, he never ſuf. 
fered it to appear in any «1 eee 
e 2625 eh es . 


In diſcharging the duties. of. focial 158 al 
who had any connection or intercourſe with him, 
vill bear witneis how faithful and upright his 
behaviour was; how humane and compaſſionate, 
how friendly and kind, how well diſpoſed to do 
00d, and to perforn kind offices n . 
Wa to ns n and ere 


And i in the nearer r relations of life, 1 1 
der, aſl alfectionate an Huſband, how loving 
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2 e Sac _ frond is thoſe 
relations to him, have cordially acknowledged, 
and will gratefully. remember. And. here 1 
cannot but take notice, that having loſt his 
own cite, ane dey man way yenng. By 
| behaved with a moſt tender, and not leſs than 
paternal affection to thoſe of his wife by a for- 
mer . huſband, and their Offspring, treating 
them as if they had been his own; and, with's | 
moſt ſolicitous attention watched over, and 
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inſtructed them, and trained: them up in the Fre 


nurture and admonition of the Kad "it "Na. 


ü 3 Fane 
ated by the ſame goodneſs; of heart and bene 
volence of affection. The welfare of his Coun- 
try lay near his heart, and whatever concerned 
its intereſt much affected him. As he had en- 
larged veiws of the higheſt concerns of man- 
kind, and of the importance of Virtue and 
Religion to promote their happineſs; ſo, with 
an unceaſing aſſiduity he was ever "_ Pp | 
men 1 Nr 


By: a happy fortitude and el 5 mind | 
be was always che ſame man; and:could not be 
diverted by any ſolicitation to a&. contrary to 


what was the deliberate ſenſe of his own; mind 


and what he regarded as his duty. He was a 
man of the greateſt modeſty, and ſtricteſt inte- 
grity, and knew not how to fitter or diſſemble: 
At the ſame time he behaved with great pru- 
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. n and tool care not to gvs. .. 
_ needleſs offence to any). For one of his ſtüdi- 


dus and retired life he had a great knowled ge 


+ of che world, which was uſeful to Himſelf, 85 


qualified him to give good Counſel to thoſe 


| that applied te him, in caſes thar mere 22 25 1 
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| In hort, big dee end Bled ith: W 
40 ed ant mend fer his glory, and in confor- 


mity tothe character of our bleſſed Saviour, he 
delighted to-do the will of his heavenly Father: 
In nis Hi enn im mn che wat erk and 

humble, candid and condeſeending; and acted 


under xhe influence of that charity; ® which 
fuffereth" long aud il Nn; -wibich envieth not; 
which vaunteth not itſelf ;- is not paſſed: ap ; doth 
not behave ieh anten y; Jeekerh not ber ot; i! 


not eaftly provoked; thitketh u evil, oy b not i 
/ iniquity,” Fat Nice in the Wah,” | 
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aw before mentioned; left him extremely 


| weak, yet he not only recovered his former 
ſtrength, but felt an eaſe and vigour, to which 


he had been a ſtranger for many years before; 
going on in his public Miniſtrations with greater 


life and ſpirit; which was obſerved' with plea- 
ſure by all Who attended on them: And he 


much ſooner got over the fatigue of public ſer⸗ 
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- This" be ed ſtate of health continnadill 


PIE. og months ago, when he felt ſymptorivs 
which were, thought the preſage of a painful 
| Chronical diſeaſe. Theſe appearances however 


by ſkilful advice and propet medicines, abated: 
and as he was adviſed to walk as the propereſt 
_ exerciſe for him, he got cold in a moiſt day 
which he neglected till it fixed in his breaſt, 


| and raiſed. an inflammation there. And then 
| notwithſt 


do, the diſorder ſoonover powered his weak and 


fee ble frame. But his intellectual powers were 


unimpaired and lively to the laſt, He had the 
4 ſentence of death in himſelf, and had no notion 


that he could recover, though his Friends 


when he got any eaſe, flattered. themſelves with 
the hope of it, With a head perfectly clear, 
and a mind quite ealy and compoſed, he gave 
directions for what he thought proper to be 


done; and ſpent his time in moſt affecting ex- 


hortations to thoſe. \ who. were about him, and 


in adoring the wiſdom, and goodneſs af divine 


ptovidence towards him. He ſaid, the mercies 
he had received from God, were more than 
could be numbered z and, though he had been 
exerciſed with various afflictions, he truſted, 


| chat in the iſſue. they had, proved real Bleſſings. 


He diſcovered great humility in acknowledging 
his manifold infirmities and defects. What- 
. ever * may think of me, faid he, I. 
e | „ who 


anding all that art or tenderneſs could 
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haus been put into my hands.” Thus lowly 
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2 Fnlible I Rave made but a ſmall progreſs.in 
„ righteouſneſs and true holineſs, or even inan 
„ knowledge and learning, in compariſon of 
htl might have done, if I had been more 
. cuteful to make the beſt uſe of my time, 
and of the means and opportunities, that 


vas this good man! And moſt devoutly did 
he celebrate the riches of divine grace through | 
Jena Chriſt. 1 give my dying teſtimony, 
<< ſaid he, with a Kind of emotion, to the truth 


. of Chriſtianity. The precious promiſes of 


the Goſpel are my ſupport and eonſolation. 
4 They alone yield true ſatisfactiot in a dying 


«© hour.. I am not afraid to die. The Goſpel | 
os of Chriſt has raiſed me above the fear of ie. 
- « For I kriow that my Redeemer liveth : and 
cc that if this earthly houſe of our tabernacle 
were diſſolved, we have a building of God, 
« an houſe not made with Oh eternal in 
« * the heavens,” | _ 5 3555 
A little before he died; Neri rale u up, ai 
with his own hands took ſome refreſhment, 
and lay down'again compoſed to reſt ;' when in 
leſs than ſix minutes, without any agony or 
ſtruggle, without a figh or a groan, he quietly | 
breathed his laſt, and fell aſleep in the Lord. 
9 happy end of fuck a life? ”_ BY ator + 
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nun, aud bebold the upright ; for the and f ibar 
man is peace. Bleſſed are the dead, who die'in"the 
Lord, that they * and iber 
works to. follow: them. | 


And now what Iall we ſay? +The Lord gave; 
ow; the Lord hath taken 7 I be TN name 
un . | JOY 1. THOT 
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But though we muſt not mea. Fr 2 di- 
vine appointment, we cannot but lament our 
oven and the public loſs, by the death of ſo emi- 
nent, ſo uſeful, and ſo good a man. Such as had 
the happineſs to ſtand in nearer relations to him. 
demand our ſincereſt ſympathy, His afflicted 
widow, has loſt a moſt excellent huſband; and 
tender guide. May the Father of, mercies be. 
her ſupport and comfort! and may che Lord 
aſſiſt her children and deſcendants, to walk 
worthy of the pious inſtructions they received 
and imitate the amiable Gi that wa if 
before chem! . . von ar 
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His Brethren in the miailty bee loſt; a bra 
dent adviſer and affectionate Friend. "He was 
an ornament to the Proteſtant diſſenting Inte- 
reſt, to the proteſtant cauſe in general, a i | 
the whole Chriſtian World, 7 „ 57 ® we i 2111 


Your loſs is great, who . The Flock ; 
5 and mine who v was his fellow labourer. ;. whoſe - - 
D * affetionate 
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T 34 1 25 
-affetionate friendſhip and candid behavivurgs. 
wards me, in my younger years, I ſhall never 
forget, and with whom I lived for near thirty 
four years in uninterrupted harmony and love. 


And nom my Friends, as I am now ſeft alone 
in the paſtoral care over you, I earneſtly intreat 
your favourable indulgence and your prayers, 
that God would ſtrengthen my heart and hands 
in his ſervice, and that I may obtain mercy of 
he Lord to be found faithful. 


band do you bis W — in the Lord, re- 


member your late moſt worthy Paſtor, who hath 
ſpoken unto you the wword of God, whoſe faith follow con- 
Adtring the end of his converſation. This is the beſt 
way to manifeſt the affection you had for him 


And the eſteem and reſpect you have for his me- 


mory. *-Thoſe things which you have learned, and 
received, and beard, and ſeen in him, do, and the 
God*of love and peace ſhall be with you. bd will 
thus be happy here and hereafter. And you 
will be his cy, and crown 47 rejoicing, in the * 
day « of the Lord. 


We have great rand 6 to nn the 
Wedge of divine providence in prolonging 
his life to ſuch an advanced age, which from 
the weakneſs of his conſtitution; and frequent 

teturns of bodily diſorders, we had little reaſon 
to "og. This reflexion, together with the 
plealmg 


* Phil. iv.-g. 


= 1 
pleaſing. circumſtanee that he did not out- 
live, himſelf, his enjoyment, his character, 
or his uſefulneſs, gives great conſolation, 
His death, indeed, at this time, as it was an 
event, that, with a meek ſubmiſſion. to the 
will of God, he himſelf wiſhed. for, ſo con- 
ſidering what he feared, had he lived much 
longer, it ought not to be thought undeſi- 
rable, even by his deareſt Friends. Remem -: 
ber that you enjoyed his labours almoſt to 
the laſt. And ye are * witneſſes, and God alſo, 
how. holily and juſtly, and unblameably he behaved 
himſelf among you for above nine and forty years; 
how he exhorted and comforted, and charged every 
one of you (as a Father doth his Children) that ye 
would walt worthy of God, wha hath called you to his 
kingdom and glory. How clearly did he ſet be · 
fore you the proofs of the exiſtence of a Deity 
and of the divine perfections as they are mani - 
feſted in the creation of the world? How did 
he diſplay the various benefits of God's com- 
mon bountiful providence poured forth on a 
race of creatures that are daily offending him? 
But eſpecially how did his heart warm in cele- 
brating the wonders of redeeming love? In 
what an amiable light did he repreſent the Fa- 
ther of mercies, as ſending his ow] Son into 
the world, to ſuffer and die for us men and our 
ſalvation: As through him freely pardoning all 
our Los. HPPA our eee, ne and in- 
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veſting us with" the glorious privileges of Hig 
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upon you ſeriouſly to conſider the nature and 
terms of the Goſpel covenant, and to examine 
your own hearts whether you were really wil- 


ling to accept Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and the 


offers of divine mercy upon the terms of his 
Goſpel; to deny yourſelves, take up the 
croſs, and follow him in a life of faith and holy 
obedience to ſet the laws of God before you 

as your rule, and to have teſpect to all his com- 


mandments; ; fatisfied that the ſoul can find no 
permanent reſt but in God alone; no ſolid ſatis; 


faction but in a ſenſe of his favor; no freedom 


or true liberty but in his ſervice and the practice 


| of virtue; that therefore you ſhould embrace 


this as your happineſs and glory; and make an 
abſolute ſurrender of yourſelves, your bodies, 
yourſouls,) your all to God through Jeſus Chriſt ! 


- In fuch a neffualive nhilanes did your faiths 
ful paſtor labour to convince you of the reality 
and excellence of Religion; and by ſhewing 
you what an happy influence it hath in engaging 
to the right diſcharge of the duties of every 
relation, and what an amiable thing pure 
Chriſtianity is when it: really poſſeſſes the heart, 
and animates and regulates the practice. God 
grant, that a ſenſe ol cheſe things may remain 


far 


4 


for ever Gee upon Jour hearts, and that 
through divine aſſiſtance, heartily 78800 by 
Jou, you may perſevers in your duty amidſt che 
various temptations to which you are expoſed i in 
ils en evil world Fl 


It hath been your advantage, my Brethreas 
to have enjoyed the privileges of God's Houſe, 
and to have had eminent and faithful ſervants of 
his to labour among you. And, if you eſteem 
it a happineſs to have ſat for a long courſe of 
time under their ſacred Miniſtrations, you 
ſhould gratefully acknowledge the indulgence 
of divine providence towards you, in that 
whilſt other congregations have been afflicted 
with, breach upon breach, and have had paſtors- 
ſnatched away in the midſt of their days and 
uſefulneſs, you have loſt only two in the ſpace. 
of above fifty-four years, and both of them, 
when they were old, laden with age and infir- 
mities. Conſider theſe inſtances of divine fa- 
vor as ſo, many Talents, which require a ſuitable 
improvement, for which you muſt give an ac-- 
count. To whom much is given, from them 
will much be required. Let it appear then by 
the purity and goodneſs of your lives, that the 
grace of God hath not been beſtowed on you in 
vain. Improve the means of inſtruction and 
edification with attention and care. Forfake 
pot the aſſembling of yourſelves together, as 
the manner of ſome is, which is very diſcou- 
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be aging. to ſuch as miniſter in holy things, _ 
in the iſſue muſt prove prejudicial to your | 


1 © =o Let us exhort one another, and conſi- 
| der one another to provoke unto. love, and to 


works: Though * we hove.this. treaſure in 
carthey veſſels, the excellency of the: power is of God. 
With him is the reſidue of the ſpirit. . May 
he gratioully repair the breach that is made 
upon us: And remember that though your 
Miniſters are f not fuffered to continue by, reaſon. of 
death: Though Þ all fleſb is graſs, and all the glo- 
ry of man as the flower of graſs : Yet the word of 
the Lord endureth for ever : And' this is the word 
which by the Goſpel i is preached unto you. 


It is but a few weeks ſince. your late worthy 
paſtor diſcourſed unte you on the reft that re- 
maineth to the people of God. Ag he had the fore- 
taſte of it upon Earth, let us fejoice that he is 
happily entered into ic. And I ſnall finiſn this 
diſcourſe by giving you his cone luſion of that 


ſubject, which may perhaps now make a deep- 
er impreſſion on your minds, than when it 
was delivered, as you had then no apprehenſion 


of being ſo ſoon deprived of him, who, though 
dead, yet ſpeaketh unto you. 


From what has been offered u upon tui . 
rious ba ates it appears, what a noble and ſub- 
5. * Fr. | | lime 
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ime Idea this 8 15 faba 
happmeſs..' How worthy of à pute and 
holy and beneficent Deity, who is love and 
goodneſß icſeif! Ho happy and honourable to 
the human Nature] How infinitely faperior to 
the dreams of the pagan Elyſium, or to 
_ the impure fancies of Mahomet, who form- 
ed in his own wanton imagination a pa- 
radiſe of groſs and ſenſual Delight. The pa- 
radiſe promiſed in the Goſpel covenant, is 
not only a ſtate of perfect bliſs and joy, but 
it is alſo a ſtate of perfect purity. All the 


exerciſes and enoyments of it require a pure 
and rectified frame of mind. 


Io put us in mind of ths holy and _ 
reſt, to quicken our aſpirations after it, and 
preparations for it, God hath been pleaſed, in 
his great wiſdom and goodneſs, to inſtitute 
a weekly Sabbath to be obſerved in his Church 
en earth, as a kind of type of that cæleſtial 
Sabbatiſm. It is a day not deſigned for in- 
dulging our ſelves in idleneſs and ſloth, or 
vain trifling amuſements; but is a day of ſacred 
reſt, in which we are to lay aſide our worldly 
occupations, labors, and cares, that we may 
have the better leiſure for applying ourſelves 
to religious exerciſes. It ought to be imployed 
in the public and private exerciſes of God's 
worſhip, in an Attendance on divine Ordi- 
nances, in endeavouring to promote our own. 
or others ſpiritual improvement in know- 

ledge 


| * 4⁰ 
legge and real, 3 and in acts of cia. 


krity and mercy a8 far as we have abilit7 
and opportunity. This is what our Saviout 


Hath taught us both by his precept, and 


by his own moſt perfect example. He was 


diligent in attending on public worſhip in 
the ſy nagogues on the Sabbath- day, and fre- 


tlie people, — 1 — his beneficent 
miracles, in healing the ſick and diſeaſed, 


to ſhew the ſuperſtitious Phariſees, that it 


* lawful and peculiarly becoming to do good 
en that day. It is given as the character of 
the truly good and religious man, that he 


* calleth the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord © 


aud | bonourable. © And, indeed, ſuch ſeaſons 
duly- improved, are delightful to well dif- 
poſed minds, and have a tendency to pre- 
pare them for — work and for 25 Joys of 
heaven. | : 


But then we muſt not confifie our religion 


to theſe ſeaſons, but muſt take care that out 
temper and conduct in our general courſe 
be ſuitable to our high and glorious hopes. 
It muſt be our duty endeavour to live ſo- 
berly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent 
world, and, as far as we are able, to do the 
Will of God on earth, as it is done in heas 
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Ia. lviii. 13. 


ven. Such a life of real 1 ur virtue 
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zs both moſt comfortable in itſelf, and worthß 
of the rational nature, and will open a way 1 

for us, through the rich grace and mere 

of God in Jeſus Chriſt, to that happy ever- 


laſting reſt which he hath prepared for thoſe, 
who love and ſerve him i in N 8 
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